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Abstract

This paper presents the modeling of variable speed Wind
Energy Conversion System (WECS) with a Permanent Mag-
net Synchronous Generator (PMSG) and a Matrix Con-
verter. The objective of this paper is to convert the vari-
able frequency output voltage from wind energy conversion
system into constant frequency output voltage. Space Vec-
tor Modulation strategy is adopted to produce the constant
frequency output in the load side. Simulation results are
obtained based on the modeling of wind generators for dif-
ferent wind speed to demonstrate the performance of the
proposed system.
Keywords:WECS, PMSG, matrix converter, space vector
modulation
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1 Introduction

Wind energy is considered as one of the most promising solutions
for electric power generation since it is a clean and easily available
form of energy [1]. Variable speed wind turbines are gaining more
attention because of their capability to capture more power from
the wind by using maximum power point tracking algorithm and
improved efficiency [2]. Doubly Fed Induction Generators (DFIG)
is often used generator in variable speed wind turbine system. The
DFIG based wind turbine systems have to use the gearbox to match
the turbine and rotor speed; it is consider as major drawback [3].
Now a days PMSG has received more attention owing to its self ex-
citation capability and has improved reliability of the wind turbine
system [4]. PMSG is also gaining more interest from the manufac-
tures of small scale wind turbine to large MW applications [5-7].
Recently many power converter topologies are coming up to connect
the wind generators with the load or to the grid [8-9]. For grid in-
tegration, the output of the PMSG is connected to the diode bridge
rectifier in the generator side and a Voltage Source Inverter (VSI)
is placed on the grid side. The usage of a single diode bridge recti-
fier is an economical solution but it works only at high wind speed
condition. A simple dc-link capacitor or an intermediate dc/dc
buck-boost or boost converters separate the rectifier and inverter
to enhance the system reliability and also used to generate the
power in all wind speeds [10-13]. The reference [13-15] highlights
the certain drawback in the above said topology are due to high
harmonic distortions in the generator windings such as increasing
heating, reduction in machine efficiency, torque oscillations. Back
to- Back voltage source converter topologies associated with the
PMSG provides full controllability of the system [12,16]. The ad-
vantage of this converter is to regulate the generator speed, power
factor etc. The dc-link provides decoupling between the generator
and grid side [17]. Multilevel topology converters are also widely
used in high power applications [18-21]. The major drawback in
the case of Diode Bridge and Back-to-Back power converter topol-
ogy is the requirement of bulky dc-link capacitor for decoupling the
generator side and grid side. The main technological defy in the
multilevel topology is to maintain the capacitor voltage. If the volt-
age is not maintained properly it leads to higher switching stress
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and in case of modular multilevel converter large numbers of sub-
module capacitor voltages are required for measurement and as a
result have a complex control. The above said converters (AC-DC-
AC) converts the PMSG output voltage into intermediate DC and
then into required AC voltage. They called as two level converters.
The Matrix Converter topology is a single stage voltage conversion
converter to provide the desired AC output voltage from the PMSG
without the need of any intermediate energy storage element [22-
24]. This converter is compact and guaranties unity power factor
operation for any load. Due to high reliability and efficiency, it gets
the attention of researchers in the application of PMSG based wind
farms. Several modulation methods are implemented to control the
voltage of the matrix converter are reported in [25-30]. Amongst,
Space Vector Modulation scheme is widely used because it reduces
the switching losses and minimizes the output current distortion by
optimizing the use of zero vectors. In this paper, three phase direct
matrix converter is connected to the PMSG with the resistive load.
The output from the PMSG is variable frequency variable voltage.
Space Vector Modulation strategy is used to provide the proper
controlling signal to achieve the desired frequency and output volt-
age.

1.1 MODELING OF WIND TURBINE

The schematic representation of the matrix converter based wind
energy conversion system is shown in figure 1.

Fig.1. Block diagram of Matrix Converter based WECS

The mechanical power extracted by a wind turbine from the wind
is expressed as
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where Pw is the mechanical output power of the wind turbine, is
the air density, R the length of the blade and v is the wind speed.
The power coefficient Cp is the function of pitch angle of the rotor
blade and the tip speed ratio , which is the ratio between blade
tip speed and wind speed. The computation of the power coeffi-
cient requires the use of blade element theory and the knowledge
of blade geometry. These complex issues are normally empirically
considered. In this paper, the numerical approximation developed
in reference [31] is followed, where the power coefficient is given by

The mechanical power output from the wind turbine is given by
substituting equation (2) and (3) into equation (1). From equation
(2), the maximum power coefficient at zero pitch angle is

4

International Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics Special Issue

11020



Fig 2. Power coefficient as a function of the tip speed ratio

Fig. 2 shows the power coefficient as a function of tip speed ratio.

2 MODELING OF WIND GENERA-

TOR

The equations for modeling a PMSG can be found in the literature
[32]. Using the motor machine convection is given by

where is the equivalent rotor current, M is the mutual inductance,
p is the number of pair of pole and and are the stator currents, and
are the stator inductance, and are the stator voltages, and are the
stator resistance in dq axes. The electrical power is given by

the PMSG, a null stator current id is usually imposed [33]. The
output power P and Q injected in αβ axes [34] is given by
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3 MODELING OF MATRIX CONVERTER

The matrix converter is a single stage AC-AC converter with nine
bidirectional switches. It is connected between the PMSG and the
load via filter network. The switching strategy is chosen so that the
output voltage has sinusoidal waveform at the desired frequency.
For the matrix converter modeling; assume the input terminals
should not be short circuited and output phase never be open cir-
cuited. During the switching operation of a single switch

With these restrictions, the 3x3 matrix converter has 27 possible
states [35]. The relationship between load and input voltage and
current can be expressed as
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4 MODULATION TECHNIQUE

The modulation scheme for the matrix converter topology was de-
veloped since 1980s. An overview of three phase to three phase ma-
trix converter control algorithm is presented in [35]. In this paper,
space vector modulation approach is employed to generate the gat-
ing signal for the switches. Though various modulation techniques
are available for providing the control signals to the switches, space
vector modulation technique is consider as more reliable modulation
technique because with the vector control it gives less total harmon-
ics distortions.The primary objective of this paper is to obtain the
desired frequency output voltage from the variable frequency vari-
able input voltage. The detailed analysis of space vector modula-
tion method is explained in [36]. The modulation strategy for direct
matrix converter is quiet complex to implement. In this proposed
system, indirect matrix converter based space vector modulation
scheme is employed for implementation. It is a two stage power
converter (Rectifier and Inverter AC/DC/AC) without DC link.
The modulation complexity is less when compared to direct matrix
converter.
a. Voltage Source Rectifier SVM
The space vector of the desired input current can be approximated
by two adjacent vectors. The duty cycles for VSR are calculated as
(7)-(8)

dαi = mi sin
(
π
3
− θi

)

dβi = mi sin θi
d0i = 1− dαi − dβi

The transfer matrix of the VSR, TVSR is defined as




−→
ia−→
ib−→
ic


 = mi




cos (wit− ϕi)
cos
(
wit− ϕi − 2π

3

)

cos
(
wit− ϕi + 2π

3

)


 .Idc = T V SR.Idc

The VSR output voltage is determined by

−→v pn =
−→
T T
V SR.Viph−→v pn = 3

2
.mi. cosϕi = const

b. Voltage Source Inverter SVM
The voltage source inverter (VSI) switches can assume only six
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allowed combinations which yield nonzero output voltages. Hence,
the resulting output line voltage space vector is defined by (18)
can assume only seven discrete values, V0 V6 is known as voltage
switching state vectors.

~vo =
2

3

[
va (t) + vb (t) e

j2π
3 + vc (t) e

j4π
3

]
= voe

jwot

The duty cycle of the switching state vectors are

dαi = mv sin
(
π
3
− θi

)

dβi = mv sin θi

d0v = 1− dαv − dβv

0 ≤ mv =
(
√
3voi)
vdc

≤ 1

The transfer matrix of the VSR, TVSR is defined as




−→
ia−→
ib−→
ic


 = mi




cos (wit− ϕi)
cos
(
wit− ϕi − 2π

3

)

cos
(
wit− ϕi + 2π

3

)


 .Idc = T V SR.Idc

The output line voltages are synthesized inside each switching cycle
from samples of two input line voltages. It can be concluded that
the simultaneous output voltage and input current of SVM can be
obtained by employing the standard VSI SVM sequentially in two
VSI sub-topologies of the three-phase MC.

5 SIMULATION RESULTS

The mathematical model for the wind energy conversion system
with matrix converter topology was implemented in MATLAB simulink.
The wind energy conversion system simulated in this paper has a
rated electric power of 1.5kW. The wind speed variation considered
for simulation is step change from 3 m/s to 18m/s. the switching
frequency is 5 kHz.
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Fig. 3. Wind Turbine and Generator Modeling in MATLAB
simulink

Fig. 4. Matrix Converter based WECS

The simulation is done for fixed wind speed and variable wind speed
conditions.
Case I : Fixed Wind Speed
Fig.5(b) shows the generator output voltage for the wind speed of
7m/s. The generator output voltage has a frequency of 8.772 Hz
and the maximum output voltage of 110V. The three output voltage
wave from the matrix converter is depicting in fig.5.( c) and fig 5.(d)
shows the output voltage and current at a wind speed of 7m/s after
placing the filter at the output of matrix converter. The output
frequency from the matrix converter is 50Hz and maximum phase
voltage of 171V is obtained.
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Fig. 5. Simulation output waveform (a) wind speed at 7m/s (b)
Generator output voltage at 8.77Hz

Output Voltage waveform of Matrix Converter at 50Hz (c )
without filter (d) with filter

Case II Variable Wind Speed
Wind speed is varied from 5m/s to 21m/s .The generator output
voltage for the corresponding wind speed is shown in fig.6.At the
wind speed of 12m/s, the generator output frequency is 25.64 Hz
and wind speed of 15 m/s, generator frequency is 40 Hz and the
maximum output voltage at that wind speed is 501V. The out-
put voltage waveform from the matrix converter has a frequency
of 50Hz. Table I provides the specifications of wind turbine. The
simulated output parameters such as input frequency, output volt-
age and converter output frequency for different wind speed can be
viewed from table II. Table II elucidate how PMSG based matrix
converter provide the constant frequency output against various
wind speed. This table the proposed system offer good results for
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variable frequency operations.

Fig.6. Simulation Output waveform (a) Variable Wind Speed (b)
Generator output voltage

Output phase voltage and Current of matrix converter at the
wind speed of 17m/s (c ) without filter (d) with filter

TABLE II. INPUT OUTPUT FREQUENCY OF MC FOR A
VARIABLE WIND SPEED CONDITION
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(a)

(b)
Fig. 7. Output Line voltage THD Spectrum (a) without filter (b)

with filter

12

International Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics Special Issue

11028



(a)

(b)
Fig. 8 Output current THD Spectrum (a) without filter (b)with

filter

Fig.7 (a) provides the THD value of the line voltage. Its value is
around 61%. By employing proper filter circuit at the output side
of converter the line voltage THD is found to be 6.33%. The current
THD for the matrix converter is found to be 4.62%. This can be
achieved by the proper designing of filter circuit. Thus the quality of
the output voltage is improved. The simulation results shows that
the proposed matrix converter based wind energy conversion system
offers good performance under various wind speed conditions.
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TABLE - 1 WIND TURBINE POWER RATING IS 1.5KW

6 CONCLUSION

In this paper, three phase matrix converter based wind energy con-
version system is designed and simulated for fixed wind speed and
variable wind speed conditions. In both the cases the matrix con-
verter produced desired frequency (50Hz) output voltage by us-
ing space vector modulation strategy. The output voltage THD of
6.33% is obtained in the proposed system. Thus, the simulation
result of proposed work proves that PMSG based Matrix converter
system is offer reliable output under variable wind speed conditions.
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